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Merry Christmas from Minnesota!  For only the second time in our 28 years of ministry, we are celebrating a Christmas in the beauty and cold of a snowy Minnesota.  It’s a fitting gathering place as our children have scattered around the globe and so we return to  Mark’s roots for an old fashioned Christmas.  It’s amazing to see our children  grow and study and  develop.  





Laura and James Wu were engaged this year and we are planning a July wedding.  James is just great and is a wonderful part of our family already.  Laura’s also completing a Master of Science in Public Health at Johns Hopkins University.  Sarah graduated from St. Olaf in the Spring and was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to do research on gender issues in hospice care which she is doing in Cape Town – which she adores.    Katherine is in her second year at Brown University in Providence.  She loves her college, salsa dancing, and has found a passion in tutoring kids.  Imagine the surprise her Burundian family had to meet this petite white kid from Brown who actually could speak to them in the Swahili they had learned as refugees in Tanzania.





Linda and I have taken advantage of the greater flexibility that comes with grown children.  We’ve been able to travel more together and to spend more time with the many visitors and visiting congregations who bless our lives as they explore Africa.  Linda finished her Master in Theology in Spiritual Formation in the spring and is applying her thesis work on “Short Term Missions Spiritual Formation” as we receive and orient  many  students, residents, doctors, and mission groups.





More time traveling together has allowed some of our youthful wildness an outlet again as we have white water rafted the source of the Nile and done four wheeling on the great dunes of the Namib desert in Namibia. 





I have finished a second year directing the Arusha Lutheran Medical  Centre and continue to be most excited by the many  projects serving the disabled and crippled children of our community.  This past year we added a critical surgical program to care  for children born with spina bifida or hydrocephalus.   I also finished my second term as a founding member and chair of the  board for the African Palliative Care Association and am so pleased with how APCA has grown and spread across the continent.  





So we feel greatly blessed this year.  Surely the challenges have been great and yet our sense is that we have so much to be grateful for and to celebrate this Christmas.








CHRIST, COMPASSION AND CHRISTMAS





Blessed Christmas to you all!  





I gave a chapel talk recently at our morning devotions at Arusha Lutheran Medical Centre.   


I spoke to the idea that our ministry is really a sharing of the compassion of Christ with our 


patients and with each other.  Compassion comes from the Latin words: “passio” for 


suffering and “cum” meaning together. Thus, sharing the suffering.  As I searched the scriptures for stories of the healings of Christ, I was struck by how almost every account of Christ’s healings included the word compassion.  “He had compassion on him….. He was moved by compassion…..He felt compassion.”  Christ, the very image of God, shows us that God is truly a compassionate God.   At Christmas time we remember the greatest act of compassion possible. God felt compassion for a broken, separated and hurting world, God felt compassion and reached out to heal us through the gift of Jesus, born to bring about the healing of our very relationship with God. Christmas, is our celebration of God’s compassion for us all. 














MERRY CHRISTMAS AND GOD BLESS!


Mark, Linda, Laura, Sarah and Katherine Jacobson








I have finished a second year directing the Arusha Lutheran Medical  Centre and continue to be most proud of the many  projects serving the disabled and crippled children of our community.  In additions to the hundreds of cases of cleft lip repair and orthopedic operations that we are doing, ALMC added a critical surgical program to care for children born with spina bifida or hydrocephalus.   I also  finished my second term as a founding member and chair of the board for the African Palliative Care Association.   It has been incredibly satisfying to see this pan African organization for the promotion of hospice and palliative care come into being and expand across Africa.





So we feel greatly blessed this year.  Surely the challenges have been great and yet our sense is that we have so much more to be grateful for and to celebrate this Christmas.

















MERRY CHRISTMAS 2010


Mark, Linda, Laura, Sarah, and Katherine Jacobson








